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tended strongly to Ghibellinism, and whose chief was
Vieri de' Cerchi, while Corso Donati headed the opposite
faction. Whether his wife was still living at the time
when the events of the Vita Nuova occurred is probably
not ascertainable ; but about that time Dante tells us
that Guido was enamoured of a lady named Giovanna
or Joan, and whose Christian name is absolutely all
that we know of her. • However, on the occasion of his.
pilgrimage to Thoulouse, recorded by Dino Cornpagni,
he seems to have conceived a fresh passion for a lady
of that city named Mandetta, who first attracted him
by a striking resemblance to his Florentine mistress.
Thoulouse had become a place of pilgrimage from its
laying claim to the possession of the body, or part of
the body, of St. James the Greater ; though the same
supposed distinction had already made the shrine of
Compostella in Galicia one of the most famous through-
out all Christendom. That this devout journey of
Guido's had other results besides a new love will be
seen by the passage from Compagni's Chronicle. He
says :—
' A young and noble knight named Guido, son of
Messer Cavalcante Cavalcanti,—full of courage and
courtesy, but disdainful, solitary, and devoted to study,
—was a foe to Messer Corso (Donati), and had many
times cast about to do him hurt. Messer Corso feared
him exceedingly, as knowing him to be of a great spirit,
and sought to assassinate him on a pilgrimage which
Guido made to the shrine of St. James ; but he might
not compass it. Wherefore, having returned to Florence
and being made aware of this, Guido incited many
youths against Messer Corso, and these promised to
stand by him. Who being one day on horseback with
certain of the house of the Cerchi, and having a javelin
in his hand, spurred his horse against Messer Corso,
thinking to be followed by the Cerchi that so their
companies might engage each other ; and he running
in on his horse cast the javelin, which missed its aim.
And with Messer Corso were Simon, his son, a strong
and daring youth, and Cecchino de' Bardi, who with

